
ENSEMBLE AUDITIONS – UNM DEPT. OF MUSIC 
 

ENSEMBLE INSTRUCTOR/DIRECTOR AUDITION INFORMATION 
   
BANDS   
Campus Band Chad Simons No auditions needed 

 
Marching Band Chad Simons No auditions necessary, but students must commit to 

attendance at Band Week, which is held the week before 
classes begin in the fall semester. 
 

Soundpack (Basketball 
Band) 

Chad Simons (assisted by band area 
graduate students) 

Auditions are required. 
Audition dates:  usually mid to late October, at locations 
TBA. 
Appointment times are need:  Signup sheets are posted 
near the Frederick Room (large band rehearsal hall) in 
early October. 
 

Symphonic Band Chad Simons Auditions are required. 
Audition dates: 

Fall semester:  Auditions are held during the week 
before classes begin.  Location varies from either 
Room 2131 to Keller Hall.   
Spring semester:  Auditions are held during the early 
part of December. 

Appointments are required:  signups are usually available 3 
weeks prior to the start of auditions. 

For fall semester:  Students need to call the Band 
Office at (505) 277-8998 until the week prior to the 
auditions, at which time a signup sheet is posted 
outside the instructor’s office. 
For spring semester:  Signup list is posted outside the 
instructor’s office. 

Generally there are NO makeup or late auditions for this 
ensemble.  Students who need to do a makeup or late 
audition can do so by arrangement with the instructor.  
Late auditions are allowed on a very limited basis. 
 

Wind Symphony and 
Chamber Winds 

Eric Rombach-Kendall Auditions are required. 
Audition dates: 

Fall semester:  Auditions are held during the week 
before classes begin.  Location varies from either 
Room 2131 to Keller Hall.   
Spring semester:  Auditions are held during the early 
part of December. 

Appointments are required:  signups are usually available 3 
weeks prior to the start of auditions. 

For fall semester:  Students need to call the Band 
Office at (505) 277-8998 until the week prior to the 
auditions, at which time a signup sheet is posted 
outside the instructor’s office. 
For spring semester:  Signup list is posted outside the 
instructor’s office. 

Generally there are NO makeup or late auditions for this 
ensemble. 
 

   
ORCHESTRAS   
Symphony Orchestra Jorge Pérez-Gómez Auditions are required each semester.  Students should 

prepare the excerpts for their instrument; these can be 
picked up from the bulletin board outside the director’s 
office (Room 2111).  Audition times will be posted, but 
auditions are usually held during the first week of classes 
in Kurt Frederick Rehearsal Hall (B120) on Tuesday from 
3:30-6:00 and Thursday from 3:30-5:00.   
 
 



CHOIRS 
 
 

Note for advisors re the various choirs: 
 
Concert Choir and Las Cantantes are more or less equal in the level of skill it takes to be chosen.  
Dolce Sono is an entry-level auditioned choir.  It, too, is a major  ensemble; however, its intent is 
more for freshmen, as well as upperclassmen who are less skilled and/or piano or guitar majors who 
need to sing in a major ensemble but who do not have the singing skills to be in Concert Choir or Las 
Cantantes. 
 
University Chorus is NOT a major ensemble.  If students audition and the director places them in 
University Chorus, and they need major ensemble credit, he may grant it.  However, the guitar and 
piano majors have tended to go directly to the University Chorus without auditioning and then expect 
major ensemble credit.  This is incorrect–they need to audition first so the director can assign them to 
the correct ensemble.   
 

Las Cantantes 
(“Women’s Chorus”) 

Bradley Ellingboe 
 
 
 

Audition required.  All students, including returning 
students, must audition in the fall.  If chosen in the fall, no 
audition necessary for the spring.  New students may also 
audition in the spring. 
Auditions take place during the first week of classes in 
Prof. Ellingboe’s office.  No appointment is necessary.  
Students may sing a piece of their choice (a pianist is 
provided).  If students don’t have any prepared repertoire, 
the director will ask them to vocalize, sing scales, etc.   
 

Concert Choir Bradley Ellingboe Audition required.  All students, including returning 
students, must audition in the fall.  If chosen in the fall, no 
audition necessary for the spring.  New students may also 
audition in the spring. 
Auditions take place during the first week of classes in 
Prof. Ellingboe’s office.  No appointment is necessary.  
Students may sing a piece of their choice (a pianist is 
provided).  If students don’t have any prepared repertoire, 
the director will ask them to vocalize, sing scales, etc. 
 

Dolce Sono Bradley Ellingboe 
 
 
 

Audition required.  All students, including returning 
students, must audition in the fall.  If chosen in the fall, no 
audition necessary for the spring.  New students may also 
audition in the spring. 
Auditions take place during the first week of classes in 
Prof. Ellingboe’s office.  No appointment is necessary.  
Students may sing a piece of their choice (a pianist is 
provided).  If students don’t have any prepared repertoire, 
the director will ask them to vocalize, sing scales, etc. 
 

University Chorus Bradley Ellingboe 
 
 
 

No audition necessary.  Can serve as major ensemble 
credit only if student is placed there by Prof. Ellingboe as 
the result of an audition. 

 
 
 
 
 

  

OTHER ENSEMBLES   
Brass ensembles, trumpet 
ensemble, brass quintets, 
brass chamber music 

Jeff Piper Students need to contact Prof. Piper to arrange rehearsals 
and coaching sessions.  He will tell the student whether an 
audition is necessary.  277-5215, Room 2123, email 
jpiper@unm.edu. 
 

Early Music Ensemble Colleen Sheinberg Audition recommended and preferred, by appointment 
with the instructor.  No prior early music experience 
necessary, but student must be able to read music. 
 

Guitar Ensemble Ben Silva & Joe Williams No audition necessary. Just be aware that this is a group 
that plays classical music, so reading music and possessing 
a nylon string classical guitar are prerequisite. 
 



Jazz Bands I & II Glenn Kostur Auditions are required each semester. 
Audition dates:  First two days of classes; appointments 
are required.   
Audition material, information and sign-up sheets are 
posted outside of instructor’s office by August 1st for fall 
semester, by January 1st for spring semester. 
 
 
 

Jazz Combos Glenn Kostur Auditions are required each semester. 
Audition dates:  First two days of classes; appointments 
are required. 
Audition information and sign-up sheets are posted outside 
of instructor’s office by August 1st for fall semester, by 
January 1st for spring semester. 
 

Marimba Band Scott Ney Auditions needed for students who are not percussion 
majors. 
Interested students call Prof. Ney to set up an audition 
time:  277-2324. 
 

Percussion Ensemble Scott Ney Auditions needed for students who are not percussion 
majors. 
Interested students call Prof. Ney to set up an audition 
time:  277-2324. 
 

 
 
 
 

  

AUDITIONS FOR 
APPLIED MUSIC 
LESSONS 

Note for advisors:  Most students will already have auditioned for private lessons, especially if it is 
their major instrument.  However, if students have not auditioned yet, they should contact the faculty 
member with whom they wish to study to arrange an individual appointment time.  Exceptions are 
noted below:  
 

Guitar Michael Chapdelaine Auditions are usually held on Monday of the first week of 
classes, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.   However, please 
verify the time and place with the instructor at 
mchap@unm.edu. 
 

Piano Falko Steinbach, Pamela Pyle, Tatiana 
Vetrinskaya 

Auditions are usually held on the Wednesday of the first 
week of classes, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  Check with 
the Music Office to verify time and place and to schedule 
an audition time. 
 

Voice Leslie Umphrey (Vocal Area 
Coordinator) 
Instructors:  Sam Shepperson, Marilyn 
Tyler, Jacqueline Zander Wall 

Auditions are held on the Wednesday of the first week of 
classes, from 1:00-4:00 p.m.  Check with the Music Office 
to verify time and place and to schedule an audition time. 
Students should plan to sing a song of their choice (a 
pianist is provided).  Contact the Vocal Area Coordinator 
at lulu@unm.edu for advice about what music to prepare. 
 

 


